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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

IN CHARGE OF 

LAVINIA L. DOCK, R.N. 
THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST VENEREAL DISEASE 

ITEMS 

The campaign against venereal disease is now taking definite form 
in Great Britain. The Britlish Medical Association has come out 
clearly and boldly in public meetings and resolutions, and the govern- 
ment has granted a parliamentary commission to investigate the condi- 
tions. It will always be a matter of honorable pride among nurses that 
their profession, in its organized bodies, set the example in Great Britain 
of public discussion and an open declaration of war against these 
plagues. Mrs. Fenwick, through the British Journal of Nursing, is now 
calling upon the National Council of Women also to take up this most 
vital question for study. 

In the weekly paper published by the Militants, called The Suffra- 
gette, Miss Christabel Pankhurst is writing a remarkable series of articles 
on the social evil, in which she exposes the medical, social, legal, and 
political aspects of prostitution and disease with rare fearlessness and 
directness. 

Elsie M. Chung, head of the nursing in the Tientsin hospitals under 
Dr. Yamei Kin's direction, expects to come to San Francisco in 1915. 
She writes: 

I shall certainly hope to be present at the next Congress in San Francisco in 
1915. Last December I had the honor of nursing President Yuan-Shih-Kai, and 
I was able to tell him a great deal about the nursing profession. He was much 
interested. He is generously meeting the expenses of the publication of my trans- 
lation of a book on nursing, which will be on sale I hope very soon. He has also 
promised that I shall represent China at the next Congress. 

The officers of the International hope that a society of nurses may 
be organized in China which will enter the Council in 1915. 

Jeanie Sutherland, a New Zealand nurse, who has been visiting the 
United States and Canada writes: 
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I was almost a curiosity away down South in the United States. Some of the 
people had never heard of New Zealand and asked me where it was and what sort 
of people lived there and imagined natives living everywhere and being sort of 
slaves to the white people. I soon enlightened them and in one place a deputation 
waited on me asking me to give them a lecture and tell them about New Zealand, 
also if there would be work for missionaries out there to come and Christianize the 
people. I laughed and told them we could train our own missionaries, and nearly. 
"We are even training them to send to the United States." One lady, a clergy- 
man's wife, came up to me and said, "I cannot imagine a lady so civilized as you 
living in a little island away out in the Pacific Ocean." I am sure they thought 
the island small enough for me to run all round it every day and that there was 
even danger of falling off into the water. Some of the people also asked my 
friends if I could speak English well, or was my language very broken, seeing that 
I was a "foreigner." 

Americans often laugh at foreigners for their vague ideas of our 
geography, but evidently we are equally vague. 



